SsS	VICTORIA	[1837-1901
These ambitions and jealousies now led to the first big war
since Waterloo. A treaty signed in the eighteenth century gave
the Czar vaguely expressed rights to interfere on behalf of their
co-religionists in the Turkish dominions ; and in 1853 Czar
Nicholas I demanded that these rights should be definitely
admitted by the Sultan. Backed up by the British ambassador
at Constantinople, the Sultan refused; whereupon the Czar
sent an army to occupy two Turkish provinces that flanked the
mouth of the Danube (June 1853). War was now declared
between Russia and Turkey.
France, England, Prussia, and Austria presented " The Vienna
Note " to Czar and Sultan, suggesting a settlement of the points
in dispute (August 1853). The Czar accepted, but the Sultan
declined them. Nevertheless, France and Britain felt bound to
go to the support of the Sultan, for it was upon their advice
that he had adopted the defiance of Russia which had led to the
war. They therefore sent their fleets to protect Constantinople,
and demanded that the Russian troops should be withdrawn
from the Danubian Provinces. After some hesitation the Czar
complied; but in the meantime his fleet had destroyed a
Turkish squadron in the Bay of Sinope. The British public was
so inflamed with fear and hatred of Russia that this perfectly
legitimate act led to an outburst of war fever which forced on a
declaration of war on Russia in conjunction with France, whose
Emperor had grievances of his own against the Czar (March
1854), (N203).
§ 294. someone had blundered.—After an unsuccessful
naval expedition to the Baltic, an Anglo-French army was sent
to attack Sebastopol, the chief Russian naval port on the Black
Sea. It was hoped that by making the Crimea the main theatre
of war the allies would enjoy the same advantages that the
British had enjoyed in the last war fought in a peninsula (Ni8y)
—they would be in touch with the sea, while the steppes of
southern Russia would present as big an obstacle to the com-
munications of the Czar's troops as the mountains of Spain had

